CHILDHOOD   AND   YOUTH
filled in line by line, would leave a new person
to be called Samuel L. Clemens. The c Mark
Twain ' of the legend would crumble into dust.
In any case, Mark Twain only half-expressed
himself. Of the things nearest to his mind he
spokfc but low or spoke not at all. He would
have liked to curse England for the Boer War,
to curse America for the Philippine conquest,
to curse the Roman Catholic Church for its
past, and the Czar of Russia for his present.
Instinct told him that had he done so, the
Mark Twain legend that had filled the world
would pass away. The kindly humorist with
a corn-cob pipe would also be a rebel, an
atheist, an anti-clerical.
So it was that Mark Twain's nearest and
dearest thoughts were spoken only in a murmur,
and the world laughed, thinking this some new
absurdity; or were left unspoken, and the
world never knew; or were published after
he was dead, when no one could catch him.
The kindly conspiracy was played out to the
end.
It is better that it should be so. It leaves
the legendary Mark Twain and his work and
his humour as one of the great things of
nineteenth-century America.
American he certainly was.    He had jthe
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